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From the President

The cranes have come back. Spring is therefore back. And with the return of nice weather | hope that we will not have
to cancel any of the outings!

The pantomime was a great success — the public demanding that we re-stage the production! May | take this
opportunity to thank again Susie Richards and all those who participated for their enormous effort and commitment.
If you want a DVD of the panto you can order it on the website at communications@ententecordiale-creuse.org or
telephone 05 55 89 14 61. Price: € 2

Please put in your diaries that the next Annual General Meeting is to be held at the Apollo (Salle des fétes de Dun-le-
Palestel) at 20.30 on 12 April 2010. As part of the meeting the Administrative Council is elected by the members
present. There are three vacant posts. If you are interested please contact me and/or send a letter of candidature to me

This should be a full year for Entente Cordiale thanks to the numerous projects ‘in the making'’. | hope that this wide
choice of activities will satisfy every member of the association.
Have a good Spring!

David Johnson, President, Entente Cordiale
20 rue des Sabots, 23800 Dun le Palestel 05.55.89.14.61

From the Editor

To slightly re-write the lyrics of an old song ‘There’s no business like
Snow Business’ and, boy, have we seen the business end of some snow
this Winter!

I admit that, whilst it was very pretty, there were times when | became
just a little bit fed up with it, especially when | had to go and fetch wood
from the grange. But, the great thing about La Creuse is that we get
proper seasons, which is wonderful.

Now | realise that to our French friends that might be a slightly odd
statement, but we British are used to a climate where sometimes the
only difference between the seasons is that in the Summer the rain is
warmer. What it means to me is that | can plan my gardening and vegetable growing and be fairly confident that any
disasters are down to me and not the weather.

Both my wife and | are experienced gardeners, but we are not used to the extremes of temperature between the
seasons that occur in La Creuse, so we would very much appreciate tips and guidance from Entente Cordiale members
who know what will thrive and what won’t. And | am sure we are not the only ones.

So | would like to start up a gardening section in the newsletter, and | am looking for someone to write it. Any
volunteers? Maybe it will lead to the setting up of an Entente Cordiale gardening section and would be just great.
In the last edition | asked that you write and put forward your views, ideas and any constructive criticism that you might
have on Entente Cordiale and its newsletter. Any organisation can only run effectively if its governing body knows what
its members want.

Thus far, little by way of material for discussion has emerged. Are you all very shy, lacking in ideas or unconcerned and
satisfied with the status quo? If you do have any bright ideas or burning issues to share, come on, put pen to paper, or
fingers to e-mail, and forward your ideas.

If  don’t get to see you at the Annual General Meeting or any of the other events this springtime, | wish you a great
Summer.

Leon Durbridge, Editor
5 La Villaine, 23220, Le Bourg D’Hem 0555 62 83 15 lavillaine@googlemail.com
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This year we have had some success!

The number of vines loaded with grapes was abou(300. The total weight harvested
was 120 kilos which will make a total of about 80 litres of wine. We harvested the
grapes in three batches, starting in the middle of September through to the

Féte de la Vigne in late September.

It will be ready to drink in a week or two, so we will bottle most of it.

The vendange this year will be later, probably in October, to get a better

sugar content in the grapes. We have to hope for another good summer!

Thanks to all those hard workers who turned up on Monday mornings to strim,

mow and pick out the weeds which compete with the vines for nutrients and

also pruning excess growth and tying up fruit-bearing branches. Another important
job is spraying to protect against mildew. If this gets a hold on the vines, it can wipe
out the entire crop.

Early this year, we have also replaced a number of posts and completed the pruning.
It's still a long term 5/6 year project to get to the stage where the entire target 1000 vines
are producing. Next year there will be more, as the vines planted in 2007 will begin to

produce and the year after that still more. This April we pl 120 new vines.

Each winter, though, about 6% of vines are killed off due ere weather, so there’s an
ongoing programme of replanting. Next April 2011 ano 0 or 50 new vines will be replacee
Robert Bates

information@ententecordiale-creuse.org www.ententecordiale-creuse.org
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& " ( is the date of the Annual Garden Fete, our biggest fund raising event of the year. We need your help
to ensure we make this a wonderful afternoon out for everyone as well as raising funds for more books and amenities.
So start hunting the house for any ) % %, % etc as these items are needed for the various stalls.
Please let us have any as soon as possible for the plant stall, and those who have green fingers, spare us
some of those * % +

Our% , are the talk of the Creuse. And this year as well as providing for the Tea
Room, we are having a separate % , , SO please bring your delicious wares along.

Through your kindness and generosity, last year's event was a great success, so let’s see if
we can do even better this year. We also need lots of help on the day. For more information
or to let us know how you can help, kindly contact Linda Ward,

- $ . % , % / ! 0

Café Franglais First Tuesday each month 10a.m. to noon
Linda Ward

Club de Scrabble One Monday each month 14.30 to 16.30
Mme. Charmillon

Café Philo One Saturday each month
Mme. Brell

Art and Craft Group Thursdays 14.00 to 16.00
Chris Hardy

Aide a 'Anglais Wednesday morning for young children

( English lessons) and Thursday morning for adults

For more details visit the Library or email
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1 2 (Faire une gaffe)

I’'m quite good at making
| remember quite distinctly the look of horror on the Frenchman’s face when, as | thought, | asked him to spell

something for me. In fact, | had asked him to remove my unwanted hair! What a difference a vowel makes — (to
spell) and (remove unwanted hair as in depilation.)

In fact, 'm % good at this embarrassing type of gaffe.

When | first learned French at school the verb ! meant ‘to kiss’. That was the word you used, simple as that. It

appears that several (OK lots) of decades later, this verb has taken on a stronger, much more sinister meaning. | found
this out to my cost 3 years ago, as it happens, at an Entente Cordiale event. It was a quiz, and | was in a team with
husband and several French people, including a lady who speaks very good English. The long-suffering Robert
suggested an answer to a question, the others weren’t sure it was right, but | rashly told the lady that she could kiss him
if it turned out he had the right answer. It must have been the way | used ! , rather than the normal !

which produced, not another look of horror, but squeals of laughter. She explained | had offered her my husband for
something far more intimate than a kiss!!

On that theme, | did another one about a year ago. | turned up for a French lesson, it was raining cats and dogs and |
wore my mac with the hood up. | knocked on the door, Dominique opened the first floor window and shouted down at
me to come in and join her upstairs. But | didn’t hear her first time because of the hood. She repeated, | went in and
thought I'd explain why | didn’t hear first time. Now I've been several times to the Wolf Park near Guéret, and have
read the stories of Little Red Riding Hood in the exhibition area. So | thought I'd show off my knowledge of the French
for ‘hood’. But | got it wrong again. The correct word is " " ) - but | explained quite
blithely: $ % & * .l couldn’t hear you because of the condom on
my head ! Dominique nearly fell down the stairs, laughing. A strange thing | found out after this incident is that it is

called (

Finally — th|s is one gaffe 3 didn’t make. An English lady was apparently heard to say: ‘$ !
% . What a difference an ending makes — = sailor; = mattress.

Linda Bates

Allz 2 Panylais

The commission « Aide a I'anglais » is working well. Michael Overs ( in collaboration with Dany Delatronchette) is
starting the third session of six weeks with a group of nine people at Intermediate level. Readings, dialogues and
vocabulary are practised in a convivial, relaxed, interesting and fun atmosphere.

Jennifer Miller ( university professor) with her friend Kim Tunnicliffe start the second session with a group of nine people
( Advanced). The lessons are very structured: grammar, texts and discussions take place in a studious and friendly
ambiance.

Philippa Hind, with the assistance of Monique Brégonnet, brilliantly leads the little group of 4 children ( aged 3 to 6
years) with games, dances, pronunciation exercises of vocabulary (animals, fruits, colours). Philippa also helps a young
lady, on a one-to-one basis, who wants to improve her English for professional purposes.

We intend to create a beginners group. We need an English “animator” and the help of a French person.

We thank in advance the future volunteers and a big “bravo” to all who are already involved.



Pantomime is a difficult enough theatrical art form to get right in Britain, where it is traditional, never mind
France, where it is not. It is a performance that relies on a great amount of audience participation and an
understanding by the cast that great acting skills are may not be required, but good % ++ % skills
are needed. In fact many highly regarded British actors have failed in pantomime just because they
haven’t understood that.
Last December Susie Richards and her Anglo-French cast brought a bi-lingual version of this
° wonderfully British tradition to rural France. It took place at the Salle Apollo in Dun-le-Palestel, and
it was great fun.
‘Cinderella / Cendrillon ‘ was a very good choice as it is a well-known European fairy tale that everyone
will be familiar with. Many of the well-known are based on British stories.
My wife and | were there for the opening performance and it was obvious to us that quite a few members
of the audience were not quite sure what to expect. In fact, the first time | yelled out, ‘Look behind you!
on cue, the family sitting next to me gave me a very startled look! But, by the time we got to the communal singing of
'Y.M.C.A.’ they were joining in and thoroughly enjoying themselves. Before long the whole audience were totally
immersed in the experience, cheering the Goodies and booing the Baddies and loving every minute of it.
Susie had the Herculean task of directing a cast, some of whom had never been on stage before, in
French and English, and making the show work in both languages.
She succeeded admirably with performances from her cast that sparkled, resulting in a pantomime in the
true British Tradition, but with a very French accent!

8 b & 7

As the Pantomime was such a success, and all those involved enjoyed the experience so much,
it was suggested that perhaps a drama section of Entente Cordiale could be formed. On 8
March an inaugural meeting, attended by about twenty people, was held at the Mairie in
Dun-le-Palestel.

At the meeting it was decided to form ‘The Theatre Group’ to take charge of all future productions and to promote
drama and theatre in the community at large. | was asked to take on the post of Porte Parole, and | have accepted.

Ouir first production is to be performing a medieval pageant at Crozant on 5 August and it will be possible for many
people to take part in this play. It is the story of Isabelle d’Angouléme and her connection with Crozant. The
performances will take about twenty minutes and the intention is to present the pageant twice during the afternoon.

The Theatre Group is a wonderful addition to Entente Cordiale, and | hope that many of you will take part in future
productions and discover your latent talents as performers, or bring your existing skills to the party.

%

Following on from the success of Cinderella it has been decided that another Pantomime will be presented

later this year, in December. © ” has been chosen and, like Cinderella, it will be performed in French

and English. The production is in the capable hands of Bruce and Jill Veness and it is hoped that the scripts
will be available in the next few weeks.

The auditions will be open to everyone, not just Entente Cordiale members, so tell all your friends. We do
not have a fixed date for the auditions yet, but they will probably be held sometime in May and rehearsals
will start in the first week of September.

It would be helpful to Bruce and Jill if they could have some indication of who is interested in taking part in

Aladdin; it helps with the planning of the auditions. So if you are interested then let me know and | will pass
on your details. My contact details are to be found on page one of this newsletter.

0o ) !
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Carole Sayle
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Do you have any advice to offer on problems or situations that might affect members living in La Creuse? Do you know of some
practical or home-spun remedies dealing with everyday jobs? If so, you might wish to share them via the newsletter or, if you need
assistance on something yourself, perhaps put forward a request for suggestions that might help. The following article is an example
of the useful hints and tips that we anticipate receiving.

9 * - 8 * =

After suffering for over 40 years with hay-fever, | had given up hope of finding
anything to help ward off the torment suffered from mid-May to mid-July each year.
As with most sufferers, | had tried so-called remedies from doctors, chemists and
well-meaning friends and relatives, but none made any real difference.

That is, until some years ago when my brother began bee-keeping.

% , of which my brother is a member, have a tried and
tested reC|pe which he passed on to me to try. | couldn't believe it at first as it is so
easy to do, but it has worked for me for the past 8 years.

The recipe is: 1 table-spoon of honey mixed with 2 table-spoons of cider vinegar.

| usually mix a week’s supply at once but just keep the same proportions and keep
: it in the fridge.

Put 2-3 table-spoonfuls in a glass and make up to half a glass with water and take it each morning. If there is a
particularly high pollen count, | take another dose in the evening.

It seems unbelievable that something  simple can be  effective, but for me the days of streaming eyes and nose
are long gone. Good luck!




=~

% + %

Is your Vista or Windows 7 PC sluggish or unresponsive and slow to access files? If it is, there’s a good
chance you have all the visual bells and whistles that come with Vista and 7 turned on. They may look lovely!
But they use up a lot of system memory. To see what visual effects are turned on and/or to set the
maximum system performance go to: CONTROL PANEL — click the Performance Information and Tools
icon — click on ‘Adjust visual effects’ (on left of screen) to access the Visual Effects tab.

You will see a menu with 4 choices:

* Let Windows choose what’s best for my computer

* Adjust for best appearance

* Adjust for best performance

* Custom (use if you want to keep more than one effect)

You will also see a whole recipe of ticked effects boxes including: Animate controls and elements inside
Windows; fade or slide menus into view; etc etc. Do you need them? or like your desktop to look pretty? If
not, click in the ‘adjust for best performance’ (radio button circle) All the ticked boxes will now become
unticked and your PC will zip along and a vastly increased pace! However, this setting makes a visual hit as
the text may be a bit fainter and the desktop a bit plainer.

OR, you may want everything to look crystal clear and stunning. In which case click in the Adjust for best
appearance radio button.

You can, of course tick the boxes for those effects you want to keep. For example you may want to keep the
‘Thumb Nails’ of your pictures and graphics, so just put a tick in the box marked ‘Show thumbnails instead of
icons’.

Have fun, but don’t mess with other settings unless you know what you are doing! And always backup your
data before you do anything!

Robert Bates
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Having arrived in France, my husband Mick and | decided to apply for a Carte de Fidélité at our local supermarket.
After 3 weeks, having not heard anything more, Mick went to the store’s customer services to enquire what was
happening. The assistant found our application form and asked Mick, ‘Votre naissance, Monsieur?’ Not knowing the
question, he looked vaguely at the assistant who, after the third time of asking, raised her voice slightly.

With this, Mick left the store, hurried home and told me, ‘That's the last time we shop there! She said | was a
NUISANCE!

Aah, bless him! She was asking for his date of birth obviously, NAISSANCE!

1
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Guided tour of the Railway Station
and

Guided visit to an enamel workshop

C L)

Picnic [unch at The Arboretum of La Sédelle
plus

Guided tour of the park
and

Guided visit of the ruins
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for our traditional Concert sur L’Herbe at the
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The Theatre Group and the Dance group will put on two shows
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e Like to join in our social activities and outings?
e Want to find out more about the local area?

e Interested in getting involved in projects

e Like to meet new friends?

Our is to help people of all nationalities integrate into French society
by organising activities, projects and social outings.
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