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We are already heading towards the end of the year and time seems to have flown by.

It is true that this Summer has been very busy with four concerts organised since June and the other successful fétes.
Thanks are due to all those who have offered their talents and time to enable us to organise our varied activities and
social exchanges.

For me, it is a pleasure and an honour to work with such a motivated and dynamic team.

The year 2010 should be ‘ un grand cru *

There is an ancient Chinese curse that says,

‘May you live in interesting times’ , and this Summer we
have seen the curse of interesting times descend upon the
English Library. All seems to have quietened down now
and, hopefully, the ‘entente cordiale’ has been re-
established.

One contributory factor to the problem is, | believe, the fact

that many of us are not fully aware of the structure of the

Association. In an effort to establish the precise rules that

govern the running of the Association | met with David who provided me with a copy of the statutes in French, and then explained the
workings of Entente Cordiale to me. | have written a résumé of some of the salient points and included them in this edition.

Another factor, it seems to me, is that there appears to be little or no dialogue between the members and the officers, the people
elected by us to run our Association. Therefore a new feature of the newsletter will be a regular section for all members to put forward
any constructive views and ideas they may have, and | emphasise ‘constructive’. Please send all contributions by e-mail or letter to the
addresses below and, hopefully, we can start the feature in the next edition.

On a lighter note, | have made quite a few linguistic faux pas with my French friends whilst attempting to learn their language. Back in
the wonderfully hot Summer we have just had, | needed to carry cans of water to our vegetable garden every evening to make sure the
plants survived. One evening | got into conversation with a neighbour and | told her | was getting a bit tired of having to do this, oh, and
by the way, today is our Wedding Anniversary. Well, that is what | thought | had said. Apparently what | had actually said was that
watering the potager was leaving me too tired to celebrate our Anniversary. Goodness knows what she thought | meant!

Well, it occurred to me that members of Entente Cordiale must have some great stories to tell about their linguistic mistakes, either in
French or English. So, if you are not too embarrassed to tell, | would like to feature them in future newsletters. Go on, send them to me.

Have a great Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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